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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
Plaintiff, 
v. 

$70,090.00 in United States Currency, 
Defendant. 


Civil Action No. 


5:19-cv-279 (TJM/TWD) 


VERIFIED COMPLAINT FOR FORFEITURE IN REM 


Plaintiff, United States of America, by its attorneys, Grant C. Jaquith, United States 
Attorney for the Northern District of New York, and Mary E. Langan, Assistant United States 
Attorney, brings this verified complaint for forfeiture in rem against the above-captioned assets 
(the “defendant currency”) and alleges as follows: 

NATURE OF THE ACTION 


This is an action in rem brought pursuant to 21 U.S.C. § 881(a)(6) and Rule G of the 
Supplemental Rules for Certain Admiralty or Maritime Claims and Asset Forfeiture Actions. 
Forfeiture is sought of the defendant currency as money furnished or intended to be furnished in 
exchange for a controlled substance, proceeds traceable to such an exchange, or money used or 
intended to be used to facilitate a violation of 21 U.S.C. §§ 841, 844 and 846. 

THE PARTIES 


1) Plaintiff is the United State of America. 

2) The defendant currency is $70,090.00, which is in the custody of the United States. 

JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

3) This Court has subject matter jurisdiction over this action pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§ 


1345 and 1355(a). 
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4) This Court has in rent jurisdiction over the defendant currency pursuant to 28 
U.S.C. § 1355(b). 

5) Venue is proper in this district pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§ 1355 and 1395. 

FACTS 

6) Beginning in or around January 2017, the United States Department of Homeland 
Security (“HSJ”), began conducting an ongoing investigation into a large-scale marijuana 
trafficking organization between the Alcwesasne Mohawk Indian Reservation and the greater 
Syracuse area. 

7) On July 20, 2017, HSI agents learned that an individual would be delivering 36 
pounds of marijuana to a buyer in Hampton, Virginia. 

8) Through its investigation, HSI also learned that the same individual would be 
picking up proceeds from a prior sale of marijuana and delivering the proceeds to the reservation. 

9) Claimant, Devon Garrow (“Garrow”), was a drug runner for the organization at the 

time. 

10) Garrow is the person who was scheduled to deliver the 36 pounds of marijuana. 

11) Garrow was planning to bring approximately $70,000 in proceeds from a previous 
marijuana sale to the reservation on July 24, 2017. 

12) As part of the ongoing investigation, HSI agents were familiar with vehicles being 
utilized by the organization to transport drugs and drug proceeds to the reservation, including a 
2006 Chevrolet Impala, New York State license plate number HTT6187. 

13) HSI agents communicated with New York State Police (“NYSP”) regarding 
possible vehicles known to be utilized by the organization to transport drugs and drug proceeds 
that may be in the vicinity of the reservation on or about July 24, 2017. 
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14) On July 24, 2017, Garrow was driving a 2006 Chevrolet Impala, New York State 
license plate number HTT6187, which was known to be used to transport drugs and drug proceeds 
to the reservation. 

15) At approximately 1:00 p.m. on July 24, 2017, a NYSP trooper pulled Garrow over 
for speeding. 

16) HSI agents responded to the stop and searched the vehicle. In the trunk of the 
vehicle, agents discovered a shoebox containing the defendant currency. 

17) The defendant currency was later counted and found to total $70,090.00. 

CONCLUSION 

18) As required by Supplemental Rule G(2)(f), the facts set forth above support a 
reasonable belief that the government will be able to meet its burden of proof at trial. Specifically, 
probable cause exists to believe that the defendant currency constitutes: (a) money furnished or 
intended to be furnished by a person in exchange for a controlled substance in violation of the 
Controlled Substances Act; (b) proceeds traceable to such an exchange; or (c) money used or 
intended to be used to facilitate a violation of the Controlled Substances Act. 

WHEREFORE, pursuant to Supplemental Rule G, Plaintiff, the United States of America, 
respectfully requests that the Court: 

1) Issue a Warrant for Arrest In Rem, in the form submitted with this Complaint; 

2) Direct any person having any claim to the defendant currency to file and serve their 
Verified Claims and Answers as required by 18 U.S.C. § 983(a)(4) and Supplemental Rule G; 

3) Enter judgment declaring the defendant currency to be forfeited and condemned to 
the use and benefit of the United States of America; and 
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4) Award such other and further relief to the United States as this Court deems proper 
and just. 


Dated: February 27, 2019 Respectfully Submitted, 


GRANT C. JAQUITH 
United States Attorney 



Assistant United States Attorney 
Bar Roll No. 518971 
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VERIFICATION 


STATE OF NEW YORK ) 

) ss: 

COUNTY OF [ONONDAGA] ) 


Andrew McCoy, being duly sworn, deposes and states: 

I am a Special Agent with the United States Department of Homeland Security. I have 
read the foregoing Complaint for Forfeiture and assert that the facts contained therein are true to 
the best of my knowledge and belief, based upon knowledge possessed by me and/or on 
inf ormation received from other law enforcement officers. 


Dated this ^ > day of February, 2019. 



[Andrew McCoy, Special! Agent | 

[United States Department of Homeland 
Security ] 


Sworn to and subscribed before me this 


day of February, 2019. 


lij/VVV^ v 


Notary Public 


DEANNA LIEBERMAN 
Notary Public, State of New York 
No. 01 LI6105102 
Qualified in WAYNE County 
Commission Expires FEBRUARY 2, GOA D 
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